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foreword and whose unique knowledge of classical and of the pre-
classical Tibetan in Central Asia assisted in the interpretation of
many difficult passages in the Tibetan text. Dr. Francke was also
helped in many ways by the Ladakhi, the Rev. Joseph Gergan (or
Tshe-brtan) of the Moravian Mission.

Though this volume's range is primarily historical, it is well to
stress its archaeological importance, apart from the fact that the
Archaeological Survey of India sponsored it throughout. In so static
a culture as that of Ladakh and Tibet, the absence of any frame-
work of consecutive events, such as the Chronicles alone supply,
would materially enhance the difficulty of dating, even roughly,
most ancient monuments; and names of kings or other persons
found in undated or incompletely dated inscriptions would remain
isolated items.

But, as Francke explains in his introduction (page 13), even the
Rgyal-rabs does not itself provide an exact system of chronology.
Before the sixteenth century it only uses the short twelve-year
animal cycle, and until well on in the nineteenth century it gives
no serial numbers for its sixty-year cycles, which combine the five
elements with the twelve animal names. He also found the Ladakhi
cycles to be twelve years behind those of Central Tibet. For the
latter we may refer to M. Paul Pelliot's tables as a safe guide. How-
ever, Francke has approximately dated all the successive reigns of
the Ladakhi kings by the application to the events of certain of
them of nine sets of definite dates, derived from Chinese, Tibetan,
Mongolian, Kashmiri, Turki, Mughal and European sources, and
ranging from 816-42 A.D., for the reign of king Glan-dar-ma of
Tibet, to 1834-42 A.D., for the Dogra wars.

The accuracy of the latter part of the Chronicles is confirmed
by Francke's discovery in inscriptions on rock or stone of the names
of all the kings from king Lha-dban-mam-rgyal (c. 1500-32 A.D.)